NOTICE TO JURORS
RE: COVID-19 ISSUES


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the court has taken measures to limit exposure to the corona virus and ask for your cooperation in implementing these measures. Postponing all trials for one year or more until a vaccine is available is not an acceptable option for our continued safety and security in our community. It is necessary to continue to conduct court proceedings. If not, we are all at risk of losing our constitutional rights and/or empowering persons who must be held accountable for their actions by thinking that the system cannot process their case, thus encouraging lawlessness which would be in no one’s interest.


These are the measures being taken. We ask your cooperation and look forward to making your jury service as safe as possible considering the circumstances.  

1. We must be sensitive to those persons who are the most vulnerable in our society. Jurors with compromised immune systems or who are ill will be excused. If you fall into any of the following categories you should contact the court immediately:

(a) You honestly and sincerely believe that you cannot serve jury duty due to your genuine concern for your health or that of a loved one or family member, including those that have a compromised immune system, and believe that you cannot serve jury duty.

(b) On the morning that you are to report for jury duty you have a temperature in excess of 100 degrees Fahrenheit. If this is the case please call 440-775-7225 or 440-775-7227 and report that fact to the Clerk or Jury Commissioner. If that is the case you should also contact your doctor and document your fever with your physician. You may be asked for written documentation at a later date. 
(c) If you are in a risk category identified by the CDC or the Ohio Department of Health including:

· Chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma

· Serious heart condition

· Immune compromised

· Severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher)

· Diabetes

· Chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis

· Liver disease
2. You are welcome to wear a mask or other protective face gear that you feel comfortable wearing. We will provide masks if you do not have one or did not bring one. Use of a mask or other face gear is required to enter the court facility but is optional while seated in the jury box [See paragraph 4 below for modifications made to the jury box for the health and safety of the jurors]. 
3. Temperatures of all persons are taken prior to gaining access to the court facility. If a person has a temperature of over 100 degrees they are not permitted access. In addition, any person showing signs of illness are not permitted access. The court has assigned a staff member to screen persons prior to entering the court facility for the safety of all persons entering the facility.
4. We have numbered seating in the courtroom with social distancing and will require the jurors to maintain social distancing at all times with the following exception: The seats in the jury box are not 6 feet apart but we have provided Plexiglas separators in the jury box and a shield in front of the jury box similar to that which you find in the grocery store or other retail businesses. 

5. We have hand sanitizers in various places of the courthouse that are available for use by both jurors and others in the court building.

Please be assured that your health and safety are of utmost concern. If at any time you have any questions or concerns related to your health and safety please notify a staff member and your concern will be addressed.
Thank you again for your jury service. Your attention to this important civic duty is greatly appreciated. 

