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LETTER
FROM THE
JUDGE

Judge  Farah L. Emeka

01

March 31, 2026

Pursuant to R.C. 1901.14, the following is submitted as the

Oberlin Municipal Court’s Annual Report for 2025. The report

reflects a summary of the work of the court in a year that marks

the last for Judge Thomas A. Januzzi, who served as judge of

this court for 24 years. Under Judge Januzzi the court was run

very efficiently by a well-trained, knowledgeable staff. As the

new judge, it is my plan to maintain the good practices of the

court which resulted in timely resolution of cases and

transparency allowing for a well-informed public.

In the coming years I plan to report on the positive changes

being made in the court to offer additional services to our

residents such that the court is a resource and not a hindrance

to progress of those who encounter it. The overall goal is to

maintain the efficient practices of the court and expand on the

work of the court to better serve the public.

I look forward to serving the community in this role and your

continued partnership as I embark on this journey as the judge

of the Oberlin Municipal Court.

Sincerely,

Farah L. Emeka

Judge of the Oberlin Municipal Court
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COURT HISTORY
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Territories

History

City of Amherst, City of Oberlin, Village of

Wellington, Village of South Amherst, Village of

Kipton, and Village of Rochester

Townships:  Amherst, Brighton, Camden, Henrietta,

Huntington, New Russia, Penfield, Pittsfield,

Rochester, and Wellington.

The court was established in 1958. The court is a full-time court with one

judge who serves as the administrative and presiding judge. There have

been 3 judges of the Oberlin Municipal Court. Judge Goldthorpe served

from 1958 to 1975. Judge Martin Heberling served from 1975 to 2001.

Judge Thomas Januzzi served from 2001 to 2025. Judge Farah L. Emeka

was elected the fourth judge of the court in November of 2025. With her

election, Judge Emeka became the first woman, person of color, and

resident of the City of Oberlin to serve as judge of the Oberlin Municipal

Court.
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COURT STAFF
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2025

OBERLIN MUNICIPAL COURT PERSONNEL

FULL TIME

Name                                                               Position

Thomas A. Januzzi                                          Judge

Lindsey Mahar                                                Judicial/Legal Assistant

Sandra L. Kohart                                             Clerk of Court

Diana Bizorik                                                   Chief Deputy Clerk – Civil & Jury Commissioner

Gina Holt                                                         Deputy Clerk

Sandra Wolff                                                   Deputy Clerk

McKenzie Vrooman                                         Deputy Clerk

Angela Grove                                                  Deputy Clerk

Melissa Botson                                                Deputy Clerk

Joseph Davidson                                             Chief Bailiff/Chief Security Officer

William Varner                                                 Deputy Bailiff/Health and Safety Assistant

John Steenstra                                                Deputy Bailiff/Security

Michael Jankowski                                          Court Operations Assistant

PART TIME

Name                                                             Position

 Steven Hernandez                                         Deputy Bailiff/Security

 Kenneth Whitmore                                         Deputy Bailiff/Security 

 Richard Grogg                                               Deputy Bailiff/Security

 Brooke Spears                                               Chief Probation Officer

 Glory Holt                                                       Deputy Clerk – Criminal & Traffic

 Sarah D’Egidio                                               Deputy Clerk – Criminal & Traffic
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COURT FINANCES, REVENUES & EXPENDITURES 

A court has no funds of its own and it does not function to generate revenue. Court fines, costs and fees help finance the expense

of the operation of the court. While the court generates revenue by collecting money, the funds are an incidental benefit to the

court's primary function of the administration of justice. 

Fines are imposed to correct inappropriate behavior and to maintain a standard of conduct. Both civil and criminal cases include

court costs. Fines are limited to traffic and criminal cases and may only be assessed if a person is found guilty of an offense. 

The court collected overall revenue of $1,614,182.83 in 2025, an increase from the previous year. Additional funds were dispersed

to the City of Oberlin, the City of Amherst, the Village of Wellington, Lorain County, and the State of Ohio, in accordance with the

law. Oberlin Municipal Court is audited on a yearly basis by the State of Ohio to ensure compliance. 

COURT COSTS 

State law requires court costs be assessed in all civil, traffic and criminal cases. These costs help to cover the cost of operating the

court. The State of Ohio imposes costs on municipal court cases to support the costs of state sponsored projects. This money

supports special revenue projects managed by and for the State of Ohio and is not kept by Oberlin Municipal Court or the City of

Oberlin for court operations. The court sets its costs and retains a portion after the balance is transferred to the State of Ohio.

SPECIAL PROJECT COURT FUNDS 

The Ohio General Assembly grants statutory authority to municipal courts to create and maintain special funds from court costs.

These funds are not included in the operating budget and are controlled solely by the court. The funds allow the court to make

improvements and maintain court programs without seeking additional funds from the City of Oberlin. Use of these funds is

restricted by law. 

The Computer Fund, which is comprised of two accounts—the Clerk’s Computerization Fund and the Court’s Computerization fund

—provides for the installation and upgrade of the court's computer system and related projects. R.C. 1901.261(B). This fund is also

used to purchase software upgrades and computer supplies as well as consulting and maintenance contracts. The Clerk’s

Computerization fund accrued $11,759.00 in 2025 with a balance at the end of the year of $66,331.04, and the Court’s

Computerization fund accrued $1,306.00 in 2025 with a balance at the end of the year of $15,31.85. 

The Court Improvement Fund accrued $15, 457.78 in 2025 with a balance at the end of the year of $1,032,643.08. Pursuant to R.C.

1901.26, the court is permitted to use certain funds to pay for special projects of the court including, but not limited to, the

rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition or replacement of a bailiff’s vehicle. The special projects fund permits the Court to

update equipment with no additional funding from the City of Oberlin’s general fund. 

The Court Supervision Fees (Probation) fund is part of the court’s effort to fund the Community Control Department so that it does

not become a burden on the general operating fund of the court. The Community Control Department is funded in part through

collection of Supervision Fees that are permitted by law. In 2025, the sum of $38,961.65 was collected for Court Supervision Fees.

Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment Fund (IDAT) money comes from a portion of fines collected in OVI convictions and driver's

license reinstatement fees distributed by the Ohio Department of Public Safety for OVI defendants. The fund is restricted to

providing alcohol, drug and/or mental health services to indigent defendants. In 2025, the fund collected $10,046.28  with an ending

balance of $14,937.45. The State of Ohio has given courts more discretion to also use IDAT funds for substance abuse

assessments, outpatient, and in-patient treatment programs. 

Indigent Drivers Interlock and Alcohol Monitoring Fund (IDAM) is funded by a portion of fines collected for OVI convictions. IDAM

collected 11,939.00 and had an ending balance of $64,543.84 in 2025. This fund is restricted to pay for ignition interlock and other

alcohol monitoring devices for indigent defendants. The court has discretion to declare any surplus to be used for other

rehabilitative services. 

07
Oberlin
Municipal Court

Annual
Report 2025



08
Annual
Report 2025

Oberlin Municipal
Court



09
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



10
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



11
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



12
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



13
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



14
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



15
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



16
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



17
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



18
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



19
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



20
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



21
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



22
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



23
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



24
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



25
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



26
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



27
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



28
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



29
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



30
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



31
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



32
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



33
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



34
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



35
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025



36
Oberlin Municipal
Court

Annual
Report 2025

CIVIL BRANCH
        CIVIL DIVISION

Civil cases arise between private parties, unlike traffic or criminal charges,

which originate with the government. Civil cases are usually filed to recoup

monetary damages, return property, or restore rental premises in eviction

proceedings. The financial maximum for civil cases filed in Oberlin

Municipal Court is $15,000. Civil cases are divided into three (3) sections:

general civil cases, small claims, and eviction proceedings. The total

number of civil cases filed and reactivated in 2025 decreased by 6 cases

from 1,337 in 2024 to 1,331 in 2025. Small claims cases are limited to civil

cases involving up to $6,000. 

Landlord/Tenant Cases. New eviction cases in 2025 decreased by 74

cases, to 87 cases in 202 from 161 cases in 2024. The cases include a

landlord's claims for possession of rental property as well as claims for

damages to the premises and unpaid rent. 
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The Community Control (Probation) Department is responsible for two primary functions within the

court system: presentence investigations and probation supervision. A presentence investigation (PSI)

is conducted after the defendant has been convicted through a plea of guilty or a finding of guilt. The

defendant is interviewed by a probation officer to provide the court with more background information

about the offense and the individual prior to final disposition. The resulting presentence report may

include collateral information from family members, the arresting officer and the victim. The Probation

Department wrote 74 presentence reports in 2025. When an offense causes property damage or

personal injury, the victim is contacted to provide information regarding the offense and is encouraged

to express an opinion regarding sentencing. The Probation Department consults with the victim to

verify the amount of loss or personal injury and forwards that information to the court so the court may

order payment of restitution. A condition of community control supervision regarding a victim may also

include a No Contact Order. 

The Community Control Department oversees individuals placed on community control supervision.

Probationers must comply with a variety of court-imposed conditions to maintain their freedom in the

community and avoid the original jail sentence. Terms of community control supervision often contain

a strong rehabilitation component to address what initially brought the individual to court. The

rehabilitation may include mandatory treatment for alcohol and drug dependency, attendance at twelve

step meetings, personal counseling or case management services, completion of a family violence

program, mental health treatment or community work service. Individuals are often required to obtain

evaluations or assessments and the Community Control Department monitors compliance with the

assessment for the benefit of the community at large, the person charged, and their families. The

Probation Department uses electronic monitored house arrest and global tracking as an alternative to

jail when appropriate. The Oberlin Municipal Court uses this tool as a condition of pretrial bond

conditions. The Probation Department makes referrals to ignition interlock services for repeat OVI

individuals with driving privileges. Installation of an interlock device requires the driver to blow into a

breathalyzer attached to the ignition. The car will not start if the device tests positive for alcohol.

Probation officers spend a significant amount of time devoted to case management and preparation for

probation violation hearings. 

The Community Control Department also has the duty of presenting most probation violations in open

court and making recommendations with regard to those violations. Hearings are held in which

probationers are required to appear in court on charges of a probation violation. The probation officer

informs the individual of the charges and prepares testimony for the court detailing the violation. The

court may choose to impose the original sentence or require further probation conditions. Individuals

referred to the Probation Department often suffer from a variety of personal problems including

substance use disorder, family problems, financial, mental health, homelessness, and medical issues.

Probation officers use a variety of community resources to offer individuals assistance in areas of

need. The goal is for the individual to successfully return to the community when the probation term

expires. 
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The following data was collected on March 18, 2026 and breaks down the type and number of charges for each

added case that falls under the ISP and Basic statuses. This data reflects cases added during the calendar year 2025

but does not include any case that was added and terminated within the year 2025. 
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2025 Year-End Report
     The Oberlin Municipal Court employs 1 full time Bailiff, 1 full time Deputy Bailiff, and 2

part time Deputy Bailiffs / Court Officers. They are responsible for the safety and security of

the courthouse as well as the Judge, employees, and visitors. This is accomplished by

operating and maintaining the metal detector at the main entrance, monitoring, maintenance

and upkeep of the CCD and panic alarm systems and the training of employees of

emergency procedures. The Deputy Bailiff is assigned to work with the Deputy Clerks in

archiving the older court files by scanning them electronically and entering them into the

Court’s database system. 

     Other responsibilities of the Bailiff include the service of summons, subpoenas, writs and

execution of Writ of Restitutions. As of December 31 , 2025, there were 461 court issued

papers and orders requiring service to persons within the Lorain County area.The three types

of services are Personal Service (102), Residential Service (82), and Posting Service (142).

Service requires the Bailiff to contact the person by either personally handing him (or her) the

paper to be served (Personal Service), leaving the paper with an adult or other responsible

person at the listed address (Residential Service), or posting the paper in a conspicuous place,

usually on the front door after unsuccessful personal or residential service (Posting Service).

In 36 instances, persons were not able to be served and the results were documented.The

most common cause of being unable to make service of any type was contact made at the

listed address, but the subject had moved and did not leave a forwarding address. Continuing

our efforts to be more efficient by saving time and resources, service to certain persons was

accomplished by email. This process involved the Bailiff making contact with the person by

phone and verifying their email address. The subpoena would then be scanned and emailed to

the person with a request of a return email verifying receipt. This saves the time and resources

of the Bailiff by allowing him to stay at the court continuing his duties while making service of

papers at the same time.Service by e-mail is viewed favorably by the recipients as being

convenient and practical. There were 92 subpoenas that service was made by email,

accounting for 28% all of papers served. To accomplish traditional service, a total of 2975 miles

were driven and $3,073.32 in mileage fees and $210.00 in service fees were charged. The

bailiff uses a 2024 Ford Escape Hybrid. This vehicle is in line with the court’s commitment to

reducing waste and minimizing the carbon footprint.
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